Minutes for WTEC Board Meeting

Wednesday, September 15, 2004, 9:00 a.m.

Goshen C-SET

30498 Diagonal 69

Goshen, CA 93291

Board Members in attendance:  John Nash, Marian Caraby, Maria Avina, Ricardo Gonzales.  Others: Joe Arpad, Susan Arpad, Joe Morales.

1. RG questioned the presence of a quorum, with the Coalinga CBO board members not being present.  JN quoted the Bylaws re: “A quorum exists when duly elected representatives from a majority of the CBOs … are present.”  He explained that at this moment, there are no “duly elected representatives” from Five Points.  Citing section 7 which states: “The Directors … shall … declare the office of such Directors vacant, upon the occurrence of two (2) consecutive unexcused absences.”  JN noted that the Five Points directors chairs had been declared vacant at the July 13, 2004, board meeting, following three consecutive unexcused absences of the Members.  Two out of three CBO representatives being present, a quorum was declared.

2. Approval of Agenda – JN.  M/S MA, MC, unanimous.

3. Approval of minutes of August 11 meeting – JN.  M/S RG,MA, unanimous.

4. ED status report – Joe Arpad

a. JN and JA explained how the MOA and grant contract that they received from Violet Gomes did not make it clear that the annual operating funds have been accumulating, as Chris Sundstrum had advised us, or that the “grant” might appear to begin May 1, 2004, not permitting us to pay Fresno Regional Foundation for past funds advanced.  JN related his phone call with Paul Venosdel, USDA state director, who assured JN that the accumulated funds were available and that we would be able to reimburse FRF for past funds advanced.  JA and JN then reported that the MOA and grant had been duly signed, returned to Washington, and acknowledged as being received.  We await further instructions from USDA.

b. JA reported that Huron and Coalinga benchmarks have been entered into the OCDX system, but that both Huron and Tule needed to present the ED with a formal statement of their CBO’s strategic plan.

c. JA reported that attempts to reorganize Five Points CBO will be difficult, if not impossible, without some way of providing dense residential housing for the farmworker families who work there.  He described attempting to get the Fresno County Planning Department to approve a “farm labor camp” on a farm owned and operated by the farmworkers.  Although this would satisfy the requirements of the FC General Plan, the Department said that any development with more than 15 to 25 houses would be looked upon as a subdivision of dense residential housing, and thus subject to a GP Amendment.  JA explained that to make a development feasible, at least 100 homes would need to be built to make the cost of the infrastructure affordable.  Although WTEC cannot at this time offer housing to the Five Points community (their number one need), JA said he would continue efforts to reorganize FP and elect new members to the WTEC board.  

5.  JA and JN met in Porterville on Monday, September 13, to review the 19 applications that JA had received for the ED position.  JA and JN presented a list of twelve applicants which they “long listed” and gave brief reasons why.  They then presented a “short list” of seven candidates for discussion.  

· Dan Ayala

· Becky Barabe

· Cary Catalano

· John Flores

· James Gordon

· Michael Granet

· Dorinda Ohnstad

During the discussion, Vincent Salinas was moved from the long list to the short list.  After further discussion, the assembled board chose to interview four applicants on Monday September 20 at the West Hills College board room in Coalinga:

· Becky Barabe

· Cary Catalano

· John Flores

· Vincent Salinas

6.  There being no new business before the board, the meeting was adjourned.  M/S MC/RG, unanimous.

